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DRC HIGHLIGHTS

Sustainability of Return to Poor Countries

The last six months saw the completion of a round of
workshops on the issue of the sustainability of return, a
project under the DRC theme that looks at new approaches
to international migration. The workshops brought together
the results of several country experiences with return.
Conceptually, they sought to clarify what sustainability meant
for individuals (‘individual sustainability’), and for the home
countries or regions to which they returned (‘aggregate
sustainability’), as a way of transcending the rather simple
conception of sustainability as involving the absence of re-
emigration.

Three workshops were held, at three different locations,
which provided the opportunity to examine different countries’
experiences with return and discuss ways of conceptualising
these within the framework of sustainability.

The Sustainability of ‘Voluntary Assisted Return’:
The Experience of the Balkans
14 September 2004, Tirane, Albania

This event brought together over 30 participants, including
researchers and international organisations working on
development, human rights and migration, and representatives
from the Albanian government. Key elements included a
consensus that return is both a political and technical issue,
and that ‘sustainable return’ needs to be based on free and

informed choice. Participants asked whether it is valid to
distinguish between the return of refugees/IDPs and other
migrants. It was also asked whether assistance should be
provided to individual returnees or to the places they return
to. A detailed report on the workshop is available at
http://www.migrationdrc.org/ news/drc_reports.html.

Transnationalism and Sustainability in Refugee Return
9-13 January 2005, Sao Paolo

Transnationalism formed a significant theme of the ninth
biennial conference of the International Association for the
Study of Forced Migration, entitled The Search for Solutions:
Achievements and Challenges. Dr Barbara Harrell-Bond,
FMRS Distinguished Visiting Professor, gave a key address
at the conference. She also participated in a panel on refugee
rights and ‘warehousing’.

The Migration DRC also organised three linked panels at this
conference, comprising a total of nine papers exploring the
dynamics of post-conflict return to the Balkans, Afghanistan,
Iraq, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Cambodia.
The return of those displaced by war is increasingly viewed
as key to sustainable peace, yet the difficulties of establishing
sustainable return have not been sufficiently explored.
Sustainable return was identified as more than just a lack of
further migration. To be genuinely sustainable, return requires
constructive integration and involvement of return migrants,
which is more difficult to facilitate and difficult to assess. A
ful l  report on the three panels is avai lable at
http://www.migrationdrc.org /news/drc_reports.html.

Welcome to this, the third Migration DRC newsletter, covering the period from October 2004 to March 2005.  This has been
a very active time for DRC researchers, with research projects on-going in all our partner countries, some fascinating
workshops and conferences, and our first empirical evidence coming out in the form of research papers. During the last six
months, we have been able to run two training events for UK-based government and NGO staff interested in learning more
about migration and development, and we have also seen the publication of a Migration Strategy by the Albanian government,
and the UK Government’s response to last year’s House of Commons International Development Committee report on
migration and development.

This newsletter provides an overview of our work across all partner countries. For more in-depth information, please visit
our website which is regularly updated as new findings emerge from our research. Highlights to look forward to in the next
six months include our third partnership meeting in Ghana’s Cape Coast in July, and the publication of new papers on
professional mobility and bilateral migration flows – the latter involving the first global estimate of bilateral flows covering
all 226 countries in the world.
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