Workshop on Independent Child Migrants: Policy deba tes
and Dilemmas, 12 t September 2007, Central Hall,

Westminster, London, England.
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LAO PDR

Couniry Profile

5 6 rillion, 49 ethnic groups witn four major
tnr o—lmglns IC groups

5% of the population Is ethnic Lao, wnile
rer mrlmrler oeloru to other etnnic

ff]c'[:‘d per capita GDP in 2004 was USD
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Economic growth does not contribute
sU0st ErJFJrlH/ to poverty reduction and the
positive effect Is largely offset by Increases
in inequality
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niexiual Bacrground

‘eJJrrlorJchll poslilon of Lao PDR as
rriclor creates  Tavouraple
onditions for the areas of trade,
tourism anc cormrmunication in the

r gion

Lao PDR Is located in the center of &
J/mrlrmg ancd oroJoerJrU region, and

such, nas the potentlal to provide

tegic resource base & and land
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link to lts neignoors — Vietnam,

It
Thailland, Carmpodia, Myanrmar and
China.



LAO PDR

oniexiual Background

On average apou
years old) enter 1
year

Lirnited eco rrm opportunities in the
country are £ e strongest push factor that
contrioputes to labour migration abroad

Only 6% of the labour force in the country
IS paid employees. The vast majority of the
labour force is self -ermployed.

Therefore many Lao wormen see more
economic opportunities and jobs in
Thailand and are keen to look for work
there mrougm soclal and lllegal recrultrnent
networks.

t 25,000 youtn ( 5 -18
e Igl.oour market eacn



LAO PDR

Groundoreaxing Survey

Sample size nearly 39,000 people
More than 20,000 people interviewed
Population of three provinces=1/3
total population of Lao PDR
Nearly 6,000 nousenolds

7% of nousenold mempers on the rmove
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Sample Population

MALE FEMALE

71+
66-70
61-65
56-60
51-55
46-50
41-45
36-40
31-35
26-30
21-25
18-20
15-17
10-14
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Vlain Findings

Migration accelerating

Young children rnost vulnerable

Contact lost with cnildren: 50%+

Increased trafficking feared

LAO PDR
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roures

> Worrers from Lao migrating Into

Thalland use four cnannels:
1. llegal lapour recrultrnent networks

/

2.Cross-porder smugglers
3.50clal networks of migrant Workers
L.Using border passes and passporis
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Major Ouicormes

Rellable data bank of irregular migrant workers
(out of 300 sample villages) in Thailand.

> Lapour migration patterns:
— by age
— Dy sex
— by year of migration
— by types of joos
— oy Q"rhn]r* groups
— DY source areas
(l.e. geograomgcll settings and accessinility
= frorn urban/rural areas witn/witnout roacds)
— py destination areas (e.g. internal / mwrmgl[unrll)
— by socio-economic status (SES)
(low, medium and nigh )



Migrating Population
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Migration Patiern: Overview

> 6.9% of total sample population are migrating
population (55.9%: F / 44.1%: M).

> Arnong the migrating population, 21.5% are
children uncler 18 years

LAO PDR



Migration Aproad: Overview

C

Armong total migrating population, 80.8% migrated abroad.

C

Compared to total sample population by sex,
migrating female abroad cormnprise of 7.6%,
while rmigrating male abroad comprise of 6.2%.

= More female migrate abroad than male.

C

21.4% of total migrating population abroacd are children
uncler 18 years.

C

81.5% of migrating population aproacd are currently in
Thailand, 8.3% in other bordering countries, 0.5% in
Europe and 9.3% in USA.

C

73.7% of migrating population to Thailand rmigrated during

LAO PDR
the last 3 years (2000-2003
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Migration to Tnailancdl:
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Benefits (Remittances)

Overzall, 54.4% of MWT sent remittances to their farnilies,
put the other 45.6% clicl not.

Among SES groups, 70.1% of Highest quintile s
1t

nt
remittances, wnile only 25.5% of Lowest quintile di

(13 (13

cl.

Arnong children, only 29% of 10-14 age group, ancd 46.8% of
15-17 age group sent remittance.

rlignest percentage (78.6%) sending remittances are those
in 46-50 age group.
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Migration to Tnalland: Risks

Isks: 3 criteria

No remittance sent to families
Families cannot contact

No Iinforrmation on livelinood sent

0N D

Overall, high risk groups comprise 1.4% of total
Migrating Workers to Thailand (MWT).
(0.6%: M/ 0.8%: F).

Girls of 10 -14 years age group are most at risks
(3.2% of the age group), as well as those in
15-17 years age group (2.5% of the age group).

Hlign risks groups of fermale MWT corprise 0.8% of
total MWT.
Male MWT of 15 years old and above are at high

risks, particularly those 21 years old and above
(0.6% of total MWT).



Internal Migration: Overview

> Only 1.2 % of total sample population are internal migrating
population (40.9%: F/59.1%: M).

> Compared to total sample population by sex,
internal migrating female cormnprise of 1.1%,
while internal migrating male comprise of 1.6%.
= Internal migration < International migration

= More male migrate internally than female
(opposite pnenormenon to migration aproacd)

> 22.1% of total internal migrating population are children.

> Armong internal migrating population, 42.5% migrate to
Vientiane Capital.

LAO PDR



Internal Migration: Beneflis (Remitianc
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> Overall, 51.4% of total internal migrating
population sent rermititance to their families,
put the other 48.6% did not.

> More girls of 10-17 years sent remititance th
poys of 10-17 years age group.
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Internal Migration: Risks

> Arnong Male Internal Migrant Workers,
petween 18-30 years old aire at high risk
(average 1.4%,).

Among Female Internal Migrant Workers,
No particular nigh risk groups found,
But there are some risk groups
.'OEE ee n 15-20 years old.
neir nousenolds’ neads nave no
inforrnation and contact (0.5%)

- those wno never sent remittances and
inforrnation to neacds of nousenolds (1%)
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surnrnary

> Survey size first of its kind in Lao PDR
39,000 pem ole In nearly 6,000 households

> Dramatic acceleration in rigration
> Mlore than one in five migrants under 18

> Contact lost with rmore than 50% of chilcren

> Girls aged 10-14 ai greatest risk of trafficking

> 219%, of rales and 44% fernales don't know apout
HIVIAIDS and more than 2/3 of MW returnees did
not nave nealin cneck ups.
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> “traflicking in persons”
[

recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or
'E £ A~ . .

py meeans of the threat or use of force or other forms of
coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the
aouse of power or of a position of vulnerapility or of the
giving or receiving of payments or penefits

to achieve the consent of a person having control over
another person,

for the purpose of exploitation

(Art. 3(a1), UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Pun Ish traffickd ng in Persons,
Especially Wornern and rfJJFJréfJ JlJooJémérerg the UN Conventior
Against Organized Crirme, 2000 ),
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Discusslon

LSRR - | |

> rigraton
A process of moving, eliner across arl
International border, or witnin a State.
It is & population rmovement, enc OmOrISSIHU
any :ilrJfJ of rnovement of people, wnatever its
length, composition and causes;
It inclucles migration of refugees, displaced
persons, uprooted people, and economic
migrants.

LAO PDR
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Discusslon

The presence of coercion, 'for(*e
ancl/or decep [J Jf or 1 'r

a

:xolor.r.a‘uon 1S

lrU frorn rnigrant srr
rlmrl ner forms of ]rreJuJar
rmgra;r.Jon,

(An Informeation Guide, Preveniing Discrirmninaiion,

Exploitation and Abuse of Wornen Migrant Workers, |IL

2003,

O,
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Discusslon

Trafficking In persons Is a mocdern
'rorm of slavery. Traffickers use
tr Jr:‘clb Intirnication and violence to

supject victims to involuntary

ﬁerrude peonage, clept bonrlmge,

ind forced rr iarriages, to engage in
0Oro £
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forced prostiiution or to  labour under
conditions ¢ morlrrlole to slavery for
tne traffickers ' financial gain
(essentially treating people as
commodities).
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sorne 100,633 were fema
Thal @moJO/@rs dernandec

Trends In Out -migration

Lao mJgrrlnb totaled ! 6
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people (of wnorn more t JE N
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total of 45,357 Lao domest 1@
worrkers (30.54%)

\,

Regiqrered dornestic worrers
from Lao 72.86% of the total
employer demand
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Proplems Lao Wornen Migrant
Workers Encounter

/

During pre -depariure pnas

> Poverty in tne farnill
cdrawpacks in in \tion systern
nave pusned therm o Iee Ve scnool
at wLrJ/ ages o elp Jel [ farnilies
o vvork rlmd f ncome. Jm
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LAO PDR

Proplems Lao Wornen Migrant
Workers Encounter

During the process o mgrglium

J

througn lllega
nu

nsive cr rlrJa of the
agencles and the

in lllegs lJ rmurauom
rultrnent networks,
Increasing r of rigrant
workers are shiftin 19 towards the use
of personal connections througrn

Due to the e
legal recrultrnent
rlrlrue s Involved
I
r

(D 2

'rrlrml/ mernoers, relatives and friends

that are curren J/ \/eru in Thailand
In traveling and finding joos in
Thailand.



Proplems Lao Wornen Migrant
Workers Encounter

At destination

> Young girls and wornen rmigrant workers
bﬁ]ng In the irregular status in Tnailand
makes them more vulneraple to abuses,
including restriction of roverment ancl
cormnrmunication (peing locked in the
factories or nouses and not allowed to
Se eleomomes), forced to work for long
ours without rests, being nit and
tortured In innurnan manners, working in
‘ rous conditions, deductions and
withnolding of salary.
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Proplems Lao Wornen Migrant
Workers Encounter

Upon return

J

Jrrégulrlr mJnglﬂF workers have high risks of being
Jcluer by the imrnigration police upon return.
There are mrlm/ reported c eses Of Jrregulrlr
migrant workers Jrllu'r an d t in detention
centre and are supjected to r ea vy fines.

ts ' hard earning money will be
oyt 're nolice and

confiscated | they will be
deported across th he border without money.

t cases, in some provinces on the Lao
e ]rreg ular murcl,r It workers are also
nea VY fines by the immigration police
autnorities.
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surrmeary

> Under the Thal and Lao labour law,
dornestic work nas not peen fully protecied
as & forrn of lapour

> Have not as yet been reco gn ized and
approved officially as a work sector for
recruitment and sending under the MOU

> Though there Is nign clernand for the Lao
rigrant workers to worr in Thailand, the
process of re gruumem, ?loorovrll rlmrl Jr J

met the pace of ¢ Ie rJrlrJfl 0/ emoJO/ers
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Way Forwarc

Cooperation arnong soclal pariners
well as wiin rmigrant workers Is
specially Irmportant to the
de velopment of sound lapour
rmigration policies and  programmes
and tneir effeciive implementation in
a way nat respects the rignis of
rigrant workers and rmermopers of
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thelr families.



